
of planets

stepping stones towards Year 9 yearly teaching objectives on gravity and space

that there are 
luminous and 
non-luminous objects

that stars, as well as 
the Sun, are light 
sources

that the apparent 
movement of the 
stars is a result of 
the Earth’s rotation

that the Sun is a light 
source, but the Moon, 
Earth and other 
planets are seen 
by reflected light

that the planets orbit 
the Sun in similar 
ways to the Earth 
but orbit times are 
different

to know the relative 
positions of the Earth, 
Sun and planets in 
the Solar System

how the view from 
the Earth of the 
Moon causes regular 
phases

to learn how the movement 
of the Earth causes

a year
day 
and 
night

the apparent 
movement of the 
Sun and stars

how eclipses of 
the Sun occur

how eclipses of 
the Moon occur
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SOLAR SYSTEM AND BEYOND


